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	SUMMARY

This report presents information on the activities of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT) and recommendations related to its programme of work.

In 2001, the activities of the Centre were directed towards technology capacity building and innovation as well as subregional and regional networking to support the countries of the region in responding effectively to the challenges posed through integration with the new global economy.  Programmes were organized based on the requirements of member countries in the five thrust areas of APCTT’s work programme namely, (i) technology information and transfer; (ii) environmentally sound technologies (ESTs); (iii) emerging technologies; (iv) technology management; (v) and women entrepreneurship development. The activities in these areas were provided through channels such as  technology information and transfer networks, partnerships with technology transfer intermediaries worldwide, technology transfer events (seminars, workshops, exhibitions, and business meets), direct contacts with entrepreneurs, technical periodicals and publications and through the internet.  The Centre also worked through business information gateways, chambers of commerce and industrial associations.  APCTT established strategic alliances with more than 100 industrial associations, chambers of commerce and business development organizations in 33 countries.  47 technology transfer related events (training programmes, regional workshops, exhibitions, seminars, and expert group meetings) were organized/co-organized in 14 countries of the region -- Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, India, Iran, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Maldives, Mongolia, Nepal, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, and Viet Nam -- in cooperation with 51 partner institutions -- and with the active participation of several experts in the respective fields of focus.  More than 2500 people from the region were trained in these programmes.  

Efforts were made to strengthen the institutional framework, the financial base and personnel infrastructure of the Centre.  APCTT considerably enlarged its working relationship with international organizations, national level institutions and private sector organizations.  Under the Asia-Invest Programme of the European Commission, APCTT joined hands with partner institutions in Europe such as ITUT to organize programmes of relevance to the region. A major endeavour in 2001 was the launch of a project for the development of a Sub-regional Training Centre on Hazardous Waste Management under the Basel Convention for the SAARC region.  APCTT received financial support in 2001 from varied sources.  The Government of Germany provided generous funds for both programme support and the post of the Director.  The Government of the Netherlands provided financial support for gender based activities.  UNDP continued to fund a Programme on Nurturing Technological Entrepreneurship through Science and Technology Entrepreneurs Parks and Technology Business Incubators, and also several projects under the Support Services for Programme and Policy Development (SPPD). The Government of India continued to provide institutional support for both host facilities and local posts.   Fourteen member countries pledged institutional support to the Centre.  The Centre was also able to generate funds from the services and technical assistance it provided. On the personnel front, the Centre benefited from the placement of experts by the Government of Viet Nam and the Government of the Philippines.  The services of United Nations volunteers, consultants, resource persons and specialists were also availed of for specific purposes

The report of the Governing Board of the Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology on its sixteenth session held in Shanghai, China on 26 and 27 November 2001 is annexed to this document.
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I.   ACTIVITIES OF THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC CENTRE FOR

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
1.
The Asian and Pacific Centre for Transfer of Technology (APCTT), in fulfillment of its mandate, has been promoting technology transfer, its development, adaptation and application in the Asian and Pacific region placing emphasis on the promotion and transfer of environmentally sound technologies (ESTs) to small and medium-scale enterprises (SMEs).  In 2001, the Centre focused its activities on five thrust areas of APCTT’s work programme namely, (i) technology information and transfer; (ii) environmentally sound technologies (ESTs); (iii) emerging technologies; (iv) technology management; (v) and women entrepreneurship development.

2.  
In view of globalization and the shift to knowledge-based innovation-driven manufacturing processes, APCTT embarked on technology-related activities in the field of information technology during the reporting period.  Additionally, the focus was on areas of emerging interest where the countries of the Asia Pacific region had a comparative advantage in terms of availability of raw materials and expertise.  The Centre provided proactive advisory services to intermediaries on development of a technology transfer package, financing, and marketing; development of web-based technology transfer services; integration of systemic innovative thinking into the technology transfer package; and technology transfer to start-up and young enterprises.  Further, the Centre facilitated the establishment of networks of technology transfer inter​mediaries in the region to promote cross-border business cooperation among SMEs.  Network members were assisted in developing partnerships with various stake​holders providing comprehensive technology transfer services. 

3.
The Centre’s technology information and transfer services were provided through diverse channels: technology information and transfer networks, partnerships with technology transfer intermediaries worldwide, technology transfer events (seminars, workshops, exhibitions, business meets and direct contacts with entrepreneurs), technical periodicals and publications, and through the internet.  

4.
In pursuance of the recommendations of the Commission at its 56th and 57th sessions, initiatives have been taken to establish the Sub-Regional Network of APCTT in the Islamic Republic of Iran for Central Asian and Middle Eastern Countries.  This network has the objective to strengthen technology transfer related cooperation between Central Asian and Middle Eastern countries and other ESCAP member countries. The first meeting of the trilateral working group to discuss the establishment of this network was held between representatives of the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and representatives from ESCAP and APCTT in Tehran in May 2001.  

5. 
APCTT is facilitating the establishment of Model Technology Transfer Agencies (MTTAs) in the region through providing training and catalytic support to selected national institu​tions servicing SMEs. In the first stage, the following countries are participating in the establishment of MTTAs: China, India, Malaysia, Nepal, the Philippines, Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation and Thailand.  These model agencies would form im​portant pillars of the regional technology transfer network of intermediaries to be estab​lished by APCTT.  Three MTTAs namely TBSE (India), KTTC, (Korea) and ICSTI (Russia) have implemented sector-specific technology transfer projects based on the MTTA model.
6.
APCTT has effectively linked technology transfer with financing services and facilitated the growth and development of small enterprises with the promotion of business partnerships through several pilot projects.  The Technology Bureau for Small Enterprises (TBSE) which is jointly executed by the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and APCTT, is an important pilot exercise.   Another such project which is being implemented in cooperation with the Ministry of Industry of the Government of India, the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), and SIDBI is the Technology Bureau for International Industrial Partnerships (TBIIP).  TBIIP is facilitating the growth and development of small enterprises in selected high priority industrial sectors through the promotion of business partnerships, and by assisting SMEs in addressing their critical market and technological needs for sustained competitiveness.

7.  
Through its periodicals and publications, the Centre endeavoured to keep SMEs and policy makers abreast of latest technological developments and ideas associated with the development, transfer and acquisition of technologies.  The publications have also served as a tool to bring technology providers and seekers together.  The Asia Pacific Tech Monitor, the Centre’s prime periodical with 1500 subscribers in 70 countries was brought out regularly on a bi-monthly basis.  The five bi-monthly periodicals under VATIS: Non-conventional Energy, Waste Technology, Biotechnology, Food Processing and Ozone Layer Protection have 4500 subscribers in 40 countries.  The Centre introduced electronic access to selected contents of its periodicals through its website www.apctt.org.  

8.
Through its homepage on the internet, under the address http://www.apctt.org, the internet user can obtain regularly updated information on APCTT, its technology transfer services, development activities, consultancy services and periodicals/publications.  APCTT is designing a  Business Portal for Technology-led SMEs in Asia and the Pacific.  The portal is being developed in cooperation with other partner institutions in Asia and the Pacific.  Though the portal is still in an early development stage, entrepreneurs have started using its working prototype and appreciated its services. The business portal can be visited at http://www.1000ventures.com. Eight countries in Asia and the CIS have adopted it as a strategic model for their technology information and transfer service development.  

9.
The Centre has augmented its efforts to promote ESTs and to strengthen its database on ESTs, experts and institutions and its EST promotional activities among SMEs in Asia.  As the successful implementation of the EST concept (comprising both, the clean(er) and cleaning technology approach) at the SME level needs more than the provision of simple information on technology, APCTT has upgraded its operations by de​signing and developing delivery services with the objective of promoting the adoption of ESTs.  Under Asia-INTERPRISE, an initiative of the European Commission to facilitate business contacts between Indian and European enterprises in the area of environmental technology, APCTT organized an Asia-INTERPRISE Business Meet in cooperation with several European and Asian institutions and associations. More than 100 companies from 6 countries participated.  

10.  
Based on the needs of the member countries a Regional Cooperative Policy Mechanism (RCPM) for the transfer of ESTs, the collection and dissemination of EST-specific informa​tion on incen​tives, regulations, markets and technologies to the target groups is being established by APCTT in cooperation with the Iranian Research Organization for Science and Technology (IROST) which will host the RCPM secretariat.  

11.  
Under the “Sustainable Manufacturing and Waste Management Alternatives Network (SANet)”, a component of the UNEP-GEF Networks, it was proposed that APCTT serve as a potential source of advice and information for SANet clients and act as the web interface between the SME business community in Asia and the Pacific and global providers of economically viable environmental business solutions.  APCTT would offer cooperation in the area of cross cutting business planning and coaching covered by an APCTT training portal which could be expanded and aligned to encourage exploration of cleaner business opportunities and related technological solutions.

12. 
Through a project financed by the Government of Canada, APCTT is working towards establishing and operating a Sub-Regional Training Centre (SRTC) under the Basel Convention for Hazardous Waste Management for the SAARC region covering Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.  The Training Centre would be established within APCTT to take advantage of the infrastructure, administration and programming resources available.  In developing and delivering its programmes, it was proposed that the SRTC would collaborate closely with other institutions and bilateral lending programmes supporting hazardous waste and cleaner production initiatives.  The main activities to be undertaken by the Center are: training courses and workshops; projects and technology transfer; assistance and advisory services; promotion and public awareness; and information management and exchange.

13.  
The so-called new technologies, information and telecommunication technologies, biotechnology, nanotechnology that are reshaping the economies and societies around the world, have become decisive for sustained growth. These new technologies are not only creating new products, but are also changing the characteristics and performance of many traditional products by becoming critical components in their manufacturing as well as functioning. Because of this pervasive feature, the new technologies, which are also considered generic technologies, have brought about tremendous changes in industry, economics and competitiveness of industries and nations and provide a leap-frogging opportunity for less developed countries and industries.  During the reporting period, APCTT focused on capacity building in these new technologies through several technology transfer events.   

14.  
Under the Support Services for Programme and Policy Development (SPPD) of UNDP, Mongolia, APCTT implemented a project entitled “Facilitating the Development of the Information Technology (IT) Sector in Mongolia for Cross Border E-Services”. The project assessed the status of IT applications for development in Mongolia and identified the gaps that needed to be filled through various interventions. A mechanism to link the existing expertise with business/economic opportunities outside Mongolia was introduced and cross-border e-services facilitated.

15.
APCTT’s technology management programme focused on technological capacity building and technological upgradation in selected sectors in view of the emergence of new technologies and the rapid technological change affecting the competitiveness of SMEs.  The emphasis was on promoting the best technology management practices and evolving technology demonstration programmes in cooperation with national agencies and intermediaries in member countries.  To strengthen R&D community and enterprise cooperation, several national and regional training programmes in specialized fields such as innovation management, technology incubation, technology acquisition and marketing, technology evaluation and pricing and technology assessment were organized.  To promote the transfer and utilization of regional technologies, APCTT organized specific TCDC workshops in the areas of food and vegetable processing, medicinal plants and the bamboo sector.  Additionally, APCTT has been facilitating the organization of training programmes on Venture Management dealing with key issues concerning the start up, nurturing, growth and management of new ventures, with specific focus on ventures in new emerging knowledge-based fields.    

16.  
APCTT is implementing a three-year project (November 1999 to December 2002) funded by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) in India entitled "Nurturing Technological Entrepreneurship through Science & Technology Entrepreneurs Parks (STEPs) and Technology Business Incubators (TBIs)".  The objective of the project is to create institutional mechanisms for the promotion of knowledge-based businesses through appropriate linkages with R&D institutions and industries.    

17.  
APCTT made special efforts to design and implement development projects specifically targeted at women entrepreneurs. The activities focussed on incorporating gender issues in entrepreneurship training programmes, facilitation of technical training and exposure programmes for women, promotion of technology exchange among women’s organizations and dissemination of technical information. In 2001, APCTT worked towards spurring on the entrepreneurial efforts of women’s groups at the grassroots level and individual entrepreneurs at the micro, small and medium scale of production and collaborated with other multi- and bilateral agencies in this endeavour.   A range of activities were carried out in member countries such as the facilitation of technical training and exposure programmes, technology exchange amongst women’s organizations and dissemination of technical information material.  Some of the highlights were the implementation of a project providing hands-on technical training and exposure programme in tropical sericulture for women's groups from Bangladesh, India and Lao PDR funded by the Government of the Netherlands and the preparation of a technology book cum business guide for technology-minded women entrepreneurs.  

18.
To strengthen its institutional infrastructure, APCTT has enhanced its working relationships  with international organizations, national level institutions, R&D centres and private sector institutions in member countries.  Under the Asia-Invest Programme of the European Commission, APCTT joined hands with partner institutions in Europe such as ITUT to organize programmes of relevance to the region.  A major endeavour in 2001 was the launch of a project financed by the Government of Canada for the development of a Sub-regional Training Centre on Hazardous Waste Management under the Basel Convention for the SAARC region.  In view of the growth of the Centre’s operations and the need for additional office space, the Government of India has been requested to permit the Centre to put up an additional floor in the APCTT building.

19.
With the objective of strengthening its financial base, APCTT continued to render fee-based technology transfer services. The Centre was successful in securing donor assistance for programmes and projects. These projects include: “Promotion of the Technology Transfer Network for Small and Medium Enterprises in the Asia and Pacific Region” from the Government of Germany for a three-year project from December 1999 to December 2002, the UNDP-funded Programme on Nurturing Technological Entrepreneurship through Science and Technology Entrepreneurs Parks (STEPs) and Technology Business Incubators and several projects funded by UNDP under the Support Services for Programme and Policy Development (SPPD). The Government of India continued to provide institutional support for both host facilities and local posts.  At the 57th session of the Commission in April 2001, fourteen member countries pledged support to the Centre and contributed towards its institutional support.  


20.  
The enhanced work portfolio of the Centre has created the need to strengthen the personnel infrastructure.  Services of experts for specialized tasks were vital for the fruition of APCTT's goals.   The financial contribution from the Government of Germany continued to fund the post of the Director.  The post of the Technical Adviser was mainly financed through project funds. The Government of Viet Nam and the Government of the Philippines have assigned experts in the area of technology transfer to the Centre.  APCTT has also applied for the services of Associate Experts and Non-reimbursable Loan Experts.  The Centre availed the services of United Nations volunteers in the areas of women in development, technology transfer and information technology.    The Government of India has been requested to enhance its institutional support to the Centre to enable the recruitment of additional local staff.  In addition, APCTT used the services of project personnel, experts and consultants to carry out its programme of work.  The Shanghai Technical Transfer Exchange (STTE) has indicated its interest in deputing a staff member to APCTT.  Increased cooperation from the member countries especially in the placement of professional manpower for specialized services will ensure the further development of the catalytic role of APCTT.  

II.   ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION

21.
The Commission may wish to consider the following recommendations with regard to institutional arrangements:

· Member countries assign experts in the field of technology transfer to work at APCTT based on project requirements. This arrangement would enable the experts to benefit from the work experience at APCTT on return to their home countries and foster future cooperation with APCTT and other member countries.

· Member countries continue and increase their annual contributions to APCTT to enable the Centre to enhance its programmes, activities and services to the member countries on a sustainable basis.   

· APCTT continue the expansion of the internet portal to assist SMEs in the region in the acquisition of suitable technologies and also to enhance their technological capabilities.

· Member countries and ESCAP support the Centre in increasing widespread awareness of APCTT’s services and activities among its target group in the region. 

22.
The Commission may also wish to consider and endorse the report of the Governing Board, which is contained in the annex to the present report and to provide guidance on the work of APCTT, particularly with regard to its recommendations.

Annex

REPORT OF THE SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE GOVERNING BOARD

OF THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC CENTRE FOR TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
26 and  27 November 2001, Shanghai, China

I.   RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AND ADOPTION

BY THE COMMISSION

1.
The APCTT work plan as proposed by the Technical Advisory Committee for 2001-2002 was endorsed by the Governing Board.  The following recommendations were made with regard to institutional arrangements:

· Member countries assign experts in the field of technology transfer to work at APCTT based on project requirements. This arrangement would enable the experts to benefit from the work experience at APCTT on return to their home countries and foster future cooperation with APCTT and other member countries.

· Member countries continue and increase their annual contributions to APCTT to enable the Centre to enhance its programmes, activities and services to the member countries on a sustainable basis.   

· APCTT continue the expansion of the internet portal to assist SMEs in the region in the acquisition of suitable technologies and also to enhance their technological capabilities.

· Member countries and ESCAP support the Centre in increasing widespread awareness of APCTT’s services and activities among its target group in the region. 

II. 
SUMMARY OF THE DELIBERATIONS

2.
The Board had before it the following two documents: (I) Report of the activities of APCTT during the period from November 2000 to November 2001 - Item 4 of the agenda; and (ii) Report of the Technical Advisory Committee of APCTT on its seventeenth meeting - Item 5 of the agenda.

A.
Report of the activities of APCTT during the period from November 2000 to 

November 2001 and presentation of the programme of work.
(Item 4 of the agenda)

3.
Introducing agenda item 4 of the report of the activities of the Centre, the Director mentioned that the document titled “Report of the activities of the Centre, November 2000 - November 2001” would provide a general overview of APCTT’s main programme initiatives including the specific activities in the year 2001.

 4.
The Director then briefed the delegates about the efforts made to strengthen the institutional framework, the financial base and the personnel infrastructure of APCTT.  He also apprised the Board about the projects being implemented by the Centre with donor funding support and the new initiatives taken.  In this context, he explained that 90 per cent of the Centre’s revenue came from the implementation of projects and from services and 10 per cent from institutional support. 

5. 
He pointed out that it was becoming increasingly difficult to take up new programmes and activities with the limited core staff available.  He expressed his appreciation to the Government of the Philippines and the Government of Viet Nam for placing experts at the Centre to overcome this shortfall.  This arrangement, he explained, would be mutually beneficial to APCTT and the concerned member country. He informed the Board that through the joint ventures of APCTT, the Centre had been able to avail the expertise and services of 14 additional personnel without any financial implications.  The services of many consultants, resource persons and specialists had also been used for specific purposes.

6. 
The Director in discussing the physical infrastructure of the Centre mentioned that additional space was required.  He said that a request for the building of an additional floor had been sent to the Government of India and that this proposal was under consideration by the Government of India.

7. 
The Board expressed appreciation of the initiatives taken by APCTT to establish informative websites and a database on environmentally sound technologies targeting SMEs.  The Board requested APCTT to include in the database on available technologies, the information concerning local technologies of the region.  The Board felt that these endeavours were beneficial to end users such as public and private sector agencies and business.  In addition to this, the Board requested APCTT to keep the focal points informed of all the activities undertaken by APCTT in the respective countries as well as of the major APCTT events in the region.

8.
The Board took note of the financial situation of APCTT and requested the Director to continue to report periodically on the financial status of the Centre. It expressed its appreciation to the Government of India for hosting APCTT and the provision of substantial support to its institutional costs.  The Board further noted that the support of the host country, the contributions from APCTT member countries, only partly covered the institutional costs of the Centre.  Therefore, the Board urged member countries to continue and increase their annual contributions to the Centre to enable the Centre to enhance its programmes, activities and services to member countries on a sustainable basis.  The Board also requested the APCTT member countries to expedite their decision regarding the establishment of the APCTT Endowment Fund as was decided at the previous session of the Board and endorsed by the Commission at its 57th session and make appropriate contributions to the Fund. The Director was requested to prepare guidelines for the establishment of the above Fund in consultations with its member countries.

9.
The Board noted the urgent need for short-term personnel for implementation of the APCTT’s programmes and requested member countries to place experts at the Centre.  It requested that other member countries follow the initiative of the Philippines and Viet Nam and  consider assigning suitable experts to APCTT for a period of one or two years to the Centre to strengthen regional cooperation in areas of mutual interest.  The Board welcomed the offer of the Government of Viet Nam to extend the assignment of the Vietnamese expert for another year.

10.  
The Board took note of the fact that the institutional support received by APCTT constituted only around 10% of the total expenditure, with the remaining 90% of revenue coming from projects and services.  In this regard, the Board expressed its appreciation to APCTT for providing significant assistance to its members as against the very limited institutional support received.

11.  
The Board commended the efforts of APCTT in continuously upgrading its activities to meet the requirements of assistance of regional countries in the five priority areas, namely technology information and transfer, environmentally sound technologies, emerging technologies, technology management, and women entrepreneurship development.  At the same time, it observed that APCTT should identify specific goals and should inform its focal points in advance of its plans so that the focal points could raise additional funds to supplement APCTT’s activities.  While stressing that APCTT had made significant efforts to disseminate information on its activities through its websites, publications, services, meetings, etc., the Board felt that such efforts should be strengthened to reach a wider audience, particularly SMEs.  It urged ESCAP and the member countries of APCTT to help APCTT in this endeavour:

· through the ESCAP website;

· regional conference to promote APCTT’s activities among target groups;

· national awareness meetings with the target group; and

· multimedia promotion.

B. 
Report of the Technical Advisory Committee on its seventeenth meeting

(Item 5 of the agenda)

12.
The Chairman of the seventeenth meeting of the Technical Advisory Committee introduced the report of the meeting.  He informed the Board that the meeting was held from 22 to 25 November 2001 in Shanghai, China and was attended by representatives of 14 countries namely Bangladesh, China, India, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Viet Nam and a representative of  ESCAP.

13. 
He said that the Committee had commended the Centre’s programmes implemented in the main thrust areas namely technology information and transfer, environmentally sound technologies (ESTs), emerging technologies, technology management, and women entrepreneurship development in accordance with its planning matrix and the special requests of member countries.  This reflected the full engagement of the APCTT team who had coped with the increasing demand for activities with limited personnel resources.

14.  
He informed the Board that the Technical Advisory Committee on its seventeenth meeting had recommended specific activities, some of them member country specific, for incorporation in the Centre’s future work programme.

15. 
The Board endorsed the report of the Technical Advisory Committee on its seventeenth meeting held from 22 to 25 November 2001 in Shanghai, China.  While calling for early implementation of the suggested activities, the Board requested APCTT to report to the next session of the Board the progress made with regard to the implementation of these activities.  The Board felt that the focus of APCTT’s activities should be further strengthened in its priority areas.  For this purpose, APCTT was encouraged to cooperate with its focal points to identify gaps between needs and requirements of its members in technological capabilities, technology management, development and transfer.  The Board held the view that priority should be given to regional activities or activities targeting groups of countries with similar needs and requirements as well as demonstration projects and networking.  It was further suggested that an appropriate balance be established between short-term and long-term activities of APCTT with the former leading to greater impact generating assistance programmes.

C. 
ESCAP activities in the field of information and communication technology

(Item 7 of the agenda)

16.  
Mr. G.M. Fedorov made a presentation on ESCAP’s activities in information and communication technology (ICT).  He pointed out that the mandates for ESCAP assistance to regional developing countries in this area were contained in (i) the United Nations Millennium Declaration adopted by the Millennium Summit held in September 2000 and the ECOSOC Ministerial Declaration on Development and International Cooperation in the 21st Century: the Role of Information Technology in the context of a knowledge-based global economy adopted in July 2000 at the global level, and (ii) the Tokyo Declaration and Action Plan on Asia-Pacific Renaissance through Information and Communication Technology in the 21st Century adopted in November 2000 at the regional level.  The focus of ESCAP activities in ICT were further sharpened by the Commission at its 57th session held in 2001 when it adopted the resolution on Regional Cooperation in Information and Communication Technology for Development.

17. 
Pursuant to the above resolution, ESCAP had concentrated on the following areas: coordinating regional activities of the UN and other agencies in ICT including the regional preparation for the World Summit on Information Society; promoting regional cooperation; building up national and regional capabilities especially for increasing e-readiness and private sector development; ICT application for poverty alleviation; space technology and computerization of statistical governmental offices.  ESCAP also undertook preparation of studies and provided advisory services at the request of regional countries in different areas of ICT.

18. 
Dr. Fedorov informed the participants of the current ESCAP reform, with the following three themes identified as priorities for providing assistance to regional countries: managing globalization, poverty alleviation and emerging social issues.  In all these areas, ICT would play an important role in ESCAP assistance programmes.  Finally, he briefed the Board of the selected programmes being currently initiated by ESCAP in the field of ICT.

19. 
The Board welcomed ESCAP’s initiatives to keep participatory countries informed of its activities in the field of technology and especially ICT.  It requested ESCAP to continue to provide relevant information to the Board during its next session.  The Board encouraged APCTT to further strengthen its cooperation with ESCAP in the area of ICT.  The Board felt that along with organizing different seminars and workshops for sharing experiences and expertise among regional countries, ESCAP could initiate long-term regional prospects for exploring regional complementarities in ICT development and application as well as projects that would significantly contribute to building up national and regional capabilities in ICT.  

20. 
Statement by the representative of UNIDO - The Board noted with interest the methodologies and programmes of UNIDO in the field of transfer, development and application of technology and, in particular, SME development through application of environmentally sound technologies.  While appreciating the current level of cooperation between UNIDO, UNEP, ESCAP and APCTT in these areas, the Board held the view that further strengthening of such cooperation could increase synergy and benefit to the countries of the region from these endeavours.  Towards this, the Board urged close cooperation among UN agencies (such as UNEP-IE), UNEP-UNIDO) and other agencies such as APEC Virtual Centre including Development Banks.

D. 
Date and venue of the seventeenth session of the Governing Board

(Item 6 of the agenda)

21.  
The Board appreciated the offer of the representatives of the Government of Viet Nam to host the seventeenth session of the Governing Board of APCTT in their country in November 2002.

E. 
Other matters

(Item 8 of the agenda)

22. 
Statement by the Host Country - On behalf of the host country, the representative of the Government of India expressed appreciation of the commendable efforts made by the Centre and its staff.  He stated that India was the largest donor of institutional support given to the Centre and had also provided host facilities to the Centre. He indicated that his Government continued to extend support to the Centre and had been helping and participating in the relevant programmes of APCTT for the member countries of the region.  He further stated that his Government had provided technical inputs and resource personnel for the programmes on technology management organized by the Centre in the region.

23. 
He confirmed, on behalf of his Government, that his country would continue to provide relevant technical outputs and resource personnel for various activities of APCTT in areas of common interest such as experiences in technology development and transfer and innovation management.

24. 
He stated that his Government was pleased to note the commendable success achieved by APCTT in the comprehensive activities undertaken in the region and appreciated the support given to the Centre by the Government of Germany, the Government of Netherlands and other agencies.  He finally urged the member countries to provide suitable support to APCTT so that the Centre could further enhance its activities and programmes for the benefit of member countries of the region. 

25. 
The Governing Board on its sixteenth session expressed appreciation to the Government of China and in particular to the Ministry of Science and Technology and the Shanghai Technical Transfer Exchange (STTE) for the generous host facilities provided and excellent organizational arrangements made for holding this session of the Governing Board in Shanghai.

F. 
Adoption of the report

(Item 8 of the agenda)

26. 
The Board adopted this report on 27 November 2001.
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