New protein biopesticide

Eden Bioscience, the United States, hasaleped a protein-based biopesticide.
‘Messengeractivates gene expression to induce the plaatigal defences to
pathogens and then quicklggrades, leaving no detectable residue. The product
reportedly improves the quality, yieddd overall plant performance. Mostimpor-
tantlythis product is likely to be an environmentally friendly substitute for chemical
pesticides. Thiproduct has been approved by the EnvironfAestection Agency.

Messenger is based on Harpin protein obtainedEvmia amylovoraHarpin

protein induces the systemic acquired resistance (SAR) padbtiay as a kind of
‘immune system booster’. Application of Messenger leads to suppression of
bacteria, fungi, viruses, insects, mites and nematodes. Messenger is manufactured

by engineering the harpin gene into a weakened str&ircofi. (website: http://
www.biotechsupport service.com)



