New biofungicide

In the United States, the Agricultural Research Service has entered into an
agreement with Micro-Flo Company to complete development of a new type
of biofungicide for fruit packingnouses. The new coating combines two
bioactive substances, chitosan and a synthetic sugar usgtliaese substi-

tute, with the yeastandida saitoanaChitosan acts as a natural fungicide
and stimulates defensive enzymes in the fruit itself. Also, it increases the
fruit's shelf-life by forming a film on the fruit thereby preventing the release
of carbon dioxide. The synthetic sugar attracts fungi towards itself. Trials in
commercial packing houses have proved thelmefungicide to be effective
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