
New enzymes aid flavour extraction

Ferulic Acid Esterase (FAE) is a recently discovered enzyme with a very broad
application range. It can hydrolyse recalcitrant parts of the plant cell wall, as the
beginning of a process that enables more complete breakdown of fibrous or pectina-
ceous cell walls and then consequently releases a higher proportion of sugars or cell
wall-bound flavours. Depol 670L offered by Biocatalysts Ltd., the United King-
dom, incorporates FAE with other cell wall hydrolysing enzymes. Fruit juice and
vegetable processing operations benefit from the inclusion of Depol 670L as the
resulting increased efficiency of cell wall breakdown means that filtration of the final
product is much easier, owing to lower particulate matter.

The company has also introduced a second new FAE enzyme, Depol 740L. Here, the
improved hydrolysis releases more fermentable sugars, so that the amount of
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