Alternatives to methyl bromide for stored
grains

Tests involving three alternatives to methgdmide for controlling pests

affecting both indooand outdoor grain stacks have yielded 100 per cent
efficacy against the highly tolerant rice wed@itophilus oryzaeyhen tested
indoors. These results were presented by researchers at the Central Science
Laboratory, the Uniteingdom, at a workshop in Syria. The alternafivei-

gants studied include conventional solid phosphine formulations (aluminium
phosphidesachets), cylinder-based two per cent phosphioarimon dioxide,

and cylinder-based carbon dioxide. Phosphine tests also showed total efficacy
when tested outdoors.

Of the three alternatives, it was observed phatsphine treatments were more
promising thartarbon dioxide for outdoor storage in Syfiaough phosphine

is already being used in Syria, it has been known to cause fire at some storage
sites. Researchers have now devised new methods to prevent phosphine
sachets from coming into contact with water and thecalging fire. They

also recommend the use of cylinder-based phosphine to eliminate any possibility
of fire hazardsContact: Dr. Chris Bell, Pest Management Group, Central
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Website: http://www.csl.gov.ullebsite: http://www.uneptie. org/ozat/pub/rumba/
0Omar.htm)



