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Special Feature : Technology Financing

Investment and  Technology Promotion Network
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Even purists must admit that effective investment and technology promotion - and by the
same token technology development and transfer - boils down to the financing of projects.
While technology may be a core catalyst for development, financing is at  the heart of eco-
nomic growth.

In recognition of the above - and of the intrinsic linkage between investment and technology -
UNIDO set up an Investment and Technology Promotion Network (IIPN), which links all in-
dustrial stakeholders while expanding the outreach of the organization's constituency to finan-
cial institutions. Accordingly, members of UNIDO's network will be in permanent contact with
numerous, selected actors along the entire investment and technology promotion cycle.

ITPN proposes a dynamic web-based platform, which serves as an open forum for communi-
cation, exchanges and linkages among members, as well as a virtual marketplace for serv-
ices, especially in the field of investment and technology promotion, with a clear emphasis on
environmentally friendly solutions. As far as international financing for technology develop-
ment and transfer is concerned, the Network offers a unique win-win situation.

ITPN gives technology-related institutions a tremendous opportunity to be effectively linked
and integrated, for the first time ever, in the flow of business development. Through the Net-
work, technology centres, R&D institutions and academia at large have an electronic window
to promote their work and to establish appropriate linkages towards its commercial utilization.
On the one hand, technology providers can promote their projects, assisted in their endeav-
our by UNIDO's  expertise and experience. On the other hand, financial institutions will save
time and resources when selecting projects to be financed, as the projects presented to them
through the Network have all been previously authoritatively screened and validated by the
United Nations' specialist agency in industrial development.

Additionally, ITPN provides opportunities for developing countries to benefit from the devel-
opment of e-commerce. ITPN thus bridges the information gap between developed and de-
veloping countries, ultimately  aiming at integrating developing countries in the "new economy",
for the mutual benefit of both developed and developing countries.


