A better life for Viet Nam's farmers

Increased economic prosperity through agro-processing

Cao Van Hung

Farmers in Viet Nam's Quang Binh province live in harsh conditions. This article, based
on primary research conducted by the author and a colleague, examines the current culti-
vation methods and notes the lack of agro-product preservation, processing and market-
ing. The author argues that post-harvest technology is essential to ensure that these farm-
ers obtain good returns for their products, while delivering quality to the market. He iden-
tifies four distinct categories of problems and proposes specific actions, at local govern-
ment and at individual farmer and household level, to tackle them.

-_?ﬁli—?

Mr. Cao Van Hung, MPS
Head of Food Preservation Division
Post Harvest Technology Institute
(PHTI)

4 Ngo Quyen St. Hanoi, Viet Nam
Tel: (+84-4) 9344172
Fax: (+84-4) 8269862
E-mail: caovanhung@yahoo.com

Introduction

uang binh province islocatedin

the northern half of VietNam, ina

narrow strip of land along the
coaSeswith the Gulf of Tonkin on the east
and Laos on the west. It comprises six
districts and one town, the latter connect-
ed by railand Highway One running along
the coast. Ofits total area of 798,500 hec-
tare, agriculture area forms just over 7 per
cent, while waste land forms nearly 40 per
cent. The oppressive climate - long peri-
ods of scorching sunand annual floods
and storms - makes the cultivation of pad-
dy and vegetable and forest products un-
predictable, and living standards are very
lowand unstable.

Minh Hoa and Tuyen Hoa are the
mountainous districts at the northwest cor-
ner of Quang Binh. Per capita agricultural
land is very limited and it becomesimpera-

tive to limit post harvestlosses. Inrecent
years, these two districts have been bene-
ficiaries of the Integrated Food Security
Project (IFSP), but famers continue to live
indifficult conditions.

Onereasonisthat post harvesttech-
nology has still notreached them. Thisin
turn is due to the lack or inadequacy of
practical research and analysis of the tech-
nology requirements of the region. Post
harvesttechnology depends onlevels of
industrialization and standardization, and
a holistic approach.

The Duong Lieu example

Duong Lieu village has been processing
cassava starch for 30 years, as well as
edible canna starch to produce vermicelli.
Annually, it produces 30,000 tonnes of
cassava starch, 2,000 tonnes



